
SCRIPTURAL CONTEXT

PSALM 23
Written by King David, this Psalm is one of the most beloved and has

offered God's people comfort and hope in dark, despairing times.

While many themes can be drawn from the passage, the primary

theme appears to be God's goodness towards His people. David

describes the intimate care of the shepherd towards the sheep. 

Unlike many of David's Psalms which give us clues to his

circumstances (see Psalm 63), there are no textual clues for Psalm 23.

Minimally, we can see a connection with Psalm 22 and 24 in this way:

Psalm 22 (death), Psalm 23 (burial), and Psalm 24 (resurrection) offer a

faint echo, and point us towards, the Messiah--Jesus Christ. 

Describing the LORD with a term of endearment, 'shepherd", David emphasizes

qualities of God's person and work: His provision (v.1), peace (v.2), restoration (v.3a),

transformation (v.3b), continual presence (v.4a), protection (v.4b), and comfort (v.4c).

David shows the LORD's faithfulness no matter the circumstances we encounter, and

the lack of textual insight into David's life reminds the reader that God is faithful in

every season. In calm seasons, the LORD provides, guides, and restores; and, in

difficult seasons, the LORD's presence comforts and protects His people. When the

winds of life are swirling around us, God's people can be at peace because the LORD

is always with us and actively working to accomplish His purposes. 

The closing verses of Psalm 23 reveal the ongoing work of the LORD on behalf of His

people. The scene is one of friendship and invitation, as the illustrations point the

reader towards a God who is providential (v.1-4) and personal (v5-8). David recognizes

the LORD claims ultimate victory over enemies and ushers His people to a celebratory

banquet (v.5a). The preparations complete (v.5b), David extols the application of

abundant grace rooted in God's goodness, love, and kindness (v.5c-6a). Although an

imperfect man, David highlights the unending pursuit of the LORD towards sinners--it's

as if he tells the reader he is being chased down by God's love and kindness. He closes

with a beautiful reminder that we belong to the LORD--for all eternity. 
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