
SCRIPTURAL CONTEXT

PHILIPPIANS
Written while the Apostle Paul was in prison, the letter to the

Philippians has an unusual theme considering the circumstances:

abundant joy. This theme is repeated numerous times, effectively

reminding God's people their joy is not found in the world around

them; rather, it is found only in Christ. 

Considered a "Prison Epistle", the letter to the Philippians was written

as an encouragement to God's people. Paul visited Philippi during his

second missionary journey (see Acts 16), and the letter reflects his

great affection for the church. Paul writes to express his appreciation

for the care and love shown to him by the Philippians.  

Paul shares his circumstances and

offers a reminder that the Lord is

actively working in them (v.6). Paul

considers his imprisonment as a tool

for the Lord to use in ministry (v.12-14),

and  He expresses his joy over the

faithfulness of the Philippians, and

exhorts them to continued faith and

obedience, trusting the Lord to

vindicate them  (v.27-28).

Using Christ as our example, Paul

encourages the Philippians to live humbly

and sacrificially (v.1-10), and to

intentionally work out their salvation,

while recognizing the Lord's work in

maturity (v.12-18) Paul rejoices in the

partnership of the Philippians, and sends

Timothy and Epaphroditus to minister

alongside them, all the while hoping to

join them face-to-face (v.19-30).

Paul reminds the Philippians that their

confidence is not in the flesh, but in

Christ (v.1-6). Paul explains that he would

give up everything to follow Christ and

know Him deeply, and that he is striving

daily to press on towards maturity (v.7-

16). Reminding them their primary

allegiance is to God's kingdom, Paul

exhorts the Philippians to follow his

example (v.17-21). 

Paul closes the letter with a series of

encouragements and exhortations. He

wants the Philippians to be an example

in the world around them, and reminds

them of the importance of setting their

minds on Godly things (v.1-9). By way of

example, Paul tells the Philippians that

he, and they, can endure any situation

because Christ is present with Him, and

that the Lord will provide (v.10-23).
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