
SCRIPTURAL CONTEXT

RUTH
Written by an unknown author (although some think Samuel), the main

theme of Ruth is redemption. The book takes place in a tumultuous

time in Israel's history, and the main characters are in a state of

transition, having endured heartbreak and tribulation. The LORD,

working behind the scenes, brings redemption amidst tragedy.

Long past the time of Abraham and Moses,  Ruth occurs during the

time of the Judges. The central characters endure significant

hardship, and no doubt felt as if God turned His back on them. The

book, while small in size, is large on this truth: God faithfully keeps His

covenant with His people--pay close attention to the end!

The book opens with a series of tragic

events befalling the main characters:

famine in the land, and the death of

Naomi's husband and two sons. After

hearing the famine is over, Naomi travels

to Bethlehem, along with her daughters-

in-law, Ruth and Orpah (who goes back

to Moab). Ruth pledges to stay with

Naomi,  who arrives at Bethlehem at the

start of barley harvest.

Needing food, Ruth asks to glean in the

fields, and stumbles into one owned by

Boaz, who was related to Naomi's

husband. Gaining favor in his sight, Boaz

instructs Ruth to continue gleaning in his

field and is shown considerable grace.

Upon hearing Ruth's account, Naomi

recognizes the connection and exhorts

Ruth to do as Boaz says. Ruth agrees

and continues to glean day by day.

Naomi instructs Ruth to go down to the

threshing floor, where Boaz would be

sleeping; and, once there, ask him to

redeem her (think: proposal and

engagement). Boaz would become a

kinsman redeemer, since he was a

relative of Naomi's deceased husband.

Boaz is a man of integrity, and seeks to

redeem Ruth properly. In the meantime,

Naomi encourages Ruth to be patient.

The book closes with Boaz inquiring

about the redemption of Ruth (and a

small tract of land)); however, the

immediate kinsman decides against this,

and Boaz redeems Ruth and the land.

The two marry and have a son, Obed.

Pay close attention the close of the

book (v.17-22). Obed is the grandfather

of King David. The Lord redeemed Ruth

and kept His covenant intact!

TYPE OF WRITINGAUTHORDATE OF WRITING

APPROX. 1000 B.C. UNKNOWN HISTORY

MAIN THEME

CHAPTER 1 CHAPTER 2 CHAPTER 3 CHAPTER 4


